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2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201-1708

October 27 t 1998

MEMORANDUM

TO: Administrators, Facilities/Activities Licensed by the Department

Jerry L. Paul, Director ~~""'~. (~~o'\.A..1Z...
Health Licensing Section(j cJ

FROM:

SUBJECT: Conditions that will allow a Provider-Wide Partial Exception to the
Requirements of Regulations 61-84 and 90, and Clarification of Requirements of
Regulations 61-13,16,17,75,77,78,91,93,97,102, and 103

Standards outlined in Regulation 61-84, Standards for Licensing Communit¥
Residential Care Facilities, Section 204.8; and Regulation 61-90, Standards for
Licensing ChiroQractic Facilities, Section 204, require that physical examinations for
employees prior to employment be conducted by a physician. This standard has been
routinely surveyed during licensing inspections for indications that the physicals have
been accomplished and by a physician.

Standards outlined in Regulation 61-13, Standards for Licensing Habilitation Centers for
the Mentall~ Retarded or Persons with Related Conditions, Section 8(4)(b); Regulation
61-16, Standards for Licensing HosQitals and Institutional General Infirmaries, Section
204.8; Regulation 61-17, Standards for Licensing Nursing Homes, Section 8(4)(b);
Regulation 61-75, Standards for Licensing Dav Care Facilities for Adults, Section C.5.g;
Regulation 61-77, Standards for Licensing Home Health Agencies, Section 301.E;
Regulation 61-78, Standards for Licensing HosQices, Section 301.8; Regulation 61-91,
Minim m t n rd r i n in Ambul ur i I F ili i ,Section 305;
Regulation 61-93, Standards for Licensing OutQatient Facilities for Chemicall~
Deoendent or Addicted Persons, Section 204.8; Regulation 61-97, Standards for
Licensing Renal Dial~sis Facilities, Section 305; Regulation 61-102, Standards for
Licensing Birthing Centers for Deliveries b~ Midwives, Section C.5.a; and Regulation
61-103, Standards for Licensing Residential Treatment Facilities for Children and
Adolescents, Section C(5)(a), require that physical examinations for employees be
conducted prior to employment. These standards, however, do not address who will
conduct the physical.

In the interest of establishing reasonable standards which do not compromise the
health, safety, and well-being of clients/participants/patients/residents receiving
care/treatment in the above facilities/activities, it has been determined that an
alternative standard will be allowed.
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All facilities/activities referred to above must meet either the standards outlined in their
respective licensing standards, OR, as an alternative:

In order to insure that a new employee is medically capable of performing his/her
job duties, a health assessment, to include required tuberculin skin testing, shall
be conducted prior to direct clientlparticipantlpatientlresident contact by one of
the following:

1) Medical Doctor or Doctor of Osteopathy;

2) Physician's Assistant;

3) Nurse Practitioner;

4) Registered Nurse, pursuant to standing o[ders approved by a physician as
evidenced by the physician's signature. The standing orders must be reviewed
annually, with a copy maintained at the facility/activity.

This exception does not change any other standards not specifically addressed in this
memorandum. The standards in the above-referenced sections of the appropriate
regulations will be enforced during licensing inspections, as required either by the
applicable regulation or this provider-wide exception. This exception applies to any of
the above facilities/activities licensed by this Department, and relates solely to South
Carolina licensing standards. Any adverse condition(s) that may be related to this
exception may result in its revocation by the Department.

Should you have any questions, please call (803) 737-7370.

JLP:GM:

cc: SC Health Care Association
SC Home Care Association
SC Hospital Association
Hospice for the Carolinas
Renal Dialysis Advisory Council
Residential Care Committee
SCDDSN
SCDSS

Alice Truluck, SCDHEC
Karen Price, Bureau of Certification
SC Adult Day Services Association
SC Assoc for Res Care Homes
SC Board of Nursing
SCDAODAS
SC Freestanding Amb Surg Ctr Assoc
SCDMH


